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view of the recent attempts in this country to or-
ganize a system of practical education based chiefly
on the pure and applied sciences, the modern lan-
guages, and mathematics, instead of upon Greek,
Latin, and mathematics as in the established col-
lege system; and, secondly, a discussion of what
should be the preparatory training of a youth who
is to enter a scientific or technological school by the
time he is seventeen years old.

Under these two subject divisions was clearly
set forth the need of a high-grade technical educa-
tion for the youth of America, to be developed har-
moniously, side by side with, and out of similar
preparatory schooling for, the broadest collegiate
education. These- articles were written by Charles
William Eliot, Professor of Chemistry and Miner-
alogy at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
and one of the recently elected members of the
Board of Overseers of Harvard College. They at-
tracted wide public attention, and since they re-
vealed the possession by the writer of a clear com-
prehension of the needs of higher education in the
two fields of technological training and collegiate
culture, together with a full knowledge of the
various problems attending all higher .education
arising from the varied conditions of preparatory
or secondary education throughout the country,
attention was at once directed to Prof essor Eliot as
a candidate for .the Presidency of Harvard. There
was much .beside in his favor. He was an alumnus
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